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BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD 
COUNTY OF SOMERSET 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 26-16 

          
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE AND SUPPLEMENT THE 
BOROUGH CODE TO ADD A NEW CHAPTER 27 TO BE ENTITLED 
“DOG PARKS”. 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:48-1 and N.J.S.A. 40:48-2, the governing body of a 

municipality may make, amend, repeal and enforce such ordinances, regulations, rules and by-
laws not contrary to the laws of this State and/or of the United States, as it may deem necessary 
and proper for the good of government, order, and protection of person and property and for the 
preservation of the public health, safety and welfare of the municipality and its inhabitants and, as 
may be necessary to carry into effect the powers and duties conferred and imposed by this subtitle, 
or by any other law; and, 

 
WHEREAS, this grant of authority includes the power to adopt reasonable ordinances for 

the regulation, permitting and licensing of various activities within the Borough and to ensure 
compliance with applicable Borough Codes; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that it is in the best interests of the Borough to 

promulgate rules and regulations with respect to the use of dog parks that may be established by 
the Borough. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Borough Code of the Borough 
of North Plainfield be amended, revised and supplemented so as to add a new Chapter 27, entitled 
“Dog Parks,” as follows: 

Section 1. Purpose and Applicability. 
The purpose of this Chapter is to establish rules and regulations for the use of dog parks 
established by the Borough of North Plainfield. This Chapter shall apply to all dog parks 
designated and established by the Borough now and in the future in any Borough park 
consisting of a fenced/enclosed area. 

Section 2. Permitted Uses. 

All activities shall take place within the fenced area of the designated dog park. Any 
person using the facilities of the dog park shall be subject to all of the rules and regulations 
set forth herein, and as they may be administratively amended from time to time, as well 
as all other ordinances of the Borough of North Plainfield. 
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Section 3. Rules and Regulations of Dog Parks. 
 

1. The Borough of North Plainfield shall not provide any supervision during dog 
park operating hours. All persons using the dog park assume any and all risks 
associated with the use of the dog park. Users of the dog park shall be responsible 
for the supervision and control of their dogs at all times. Under no circumstances 
shall any dog go unattended.  

2. Users of the park must abide by all rules and regulations governing the use of 
Borough parks and must comply with directions of any park staff.  

3. All dogs must be accompanied at all times by at least one (1) person who is 
eighteen (18) years of age or older.  

4. Children under the age of eight (8) years are not permitted in the dog park. 
Children between the ages of eight (8) years and seventeen (17) years shall at all 
times be accompanied and supervised by at least one (1) responsible adult 
eighteen (18) years of age or older.  

5. There is a limit of two (2) dogs per dog park user. At no time should the number 
of dogs within an off-leash area exceed ten (10) or the number of the people 
exceed ten (10). When others are waiting, use shall be limited to thirty (30) 
minutes or less.  

6. All dogs must have current rabies, distemper and parvo vaccinations. It is 
recommended that dogs be on a flea and heartworm preventative medication.  

7. All dogs must wear a collar with a current license and rabies tag.  
8. Dogs that are in heat shall not be permitted in the dog park. All male dogs over 

six (6) months of age brought to the park shall be neutered.  
9. Dogs younger than six (6) months old are not permitted to be in the park.  
10. Dog park users are responsible at all times for the behavior and safety of their 

dogs and should be considerate of other users.  
11. All dog park users must clean up after their dogs  
12. Dog owners must not bring a dog to the park that is ill.  
13. Dogs displaying aggressive behavior towards other dogs or people shall be 

removed from the dog park by the owner or the responsible adult. Continued 
displays of aggression by any dog may result in prohibiting the owner or 
responsible adult from bringing the dog to the dog park.  

14. All dog bite incidents shall immediately be reported to the Borough Health 
Department and the Borough Police Department.  

15. Dogs must be leashed at all times outside the dog park area. Dog owners or the 
responsible adult must remain with their dogs at all times and must carry a leash 
for each dog at all times during use of the off-leash area.  
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16. Users must properly secure access gates upon entering and leaving the off-leash 
area. Once within the area, users must momentarily restrain their dogs when 
others are entering or leaving in order to prevent dogs from leaving the enclosed 
area. 

16. Dogs under 30 lbs. shall be limited to areas designated for “Small Dogs”. Dogs 
30 lbs. and over shall be limited to areas designated for “Large Dogs”.   

17. Hours of operation for all dog parks are from sunrise to sunset. 
 

Section 4. Penalties. 

Any person violating any of the provisions of this Chapter or any rule or regulation 
promulgated pursuant hereto, shall upon conviction be subject to the replacement, 
repair or restoration of any damaged Green Acres property and shall be subject to a 
penalty as established in Chapter 1, Section 1-5.1. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take 

effect, after final passage, twenty (20) days following action or inaction by the Mayor, as provided 
by law or an override of a mayoral veto by the Council, whichever is applicable, and publication 
in accordance with law, unless a resolution is adopted, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:69A-181(b), 
declaring an emergency and providing that this Ordinance shall take effect at an earlier date. 

 
INTRODUCED: 
PASSED: 
PUBLISHED: 
ADOPTED: 
ROLL CALL:  AYES: 
   NAYS: 
   ABSTAIN: 
   ABSENT: 
 
APPROVED BY THE MAYOR: Yes _______ No ________ 

 
 
The above is a true copy of the Ordinance adopted by the Borough of North Plainfield on 

_________________, 2026. 
 
ATTEST:          BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD  
 
_________________________________      ____________________________________ 
Michele Irby-Garry              Frank A. “Skip” Stabile, Jr., Council President 
Acting Borough Clerk 
Borough of North Plainfield    
 
Date signed:  __________________, 2026      Date signed: ____________________, 2026 
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_____________________________________ 
Lawrence LaRonde, Mayor 
 
Date signed: ______________________, 2026 
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